CHAPTER X
KEROSENE
KEROSENE, that fraction of crude petroleum intermediate in
character between gasoline and distillate fuel oil (gas oil), affords an
interesting example of a product whose economic status has been
profoundly affected by modern technical changes in fields impinging
upon its own. Once the mainstay of the oil-refining industry, kero-
sene has been relegated to a relatively subordinate position, and
the output of this product in the United States has recently reached
its maturity.
When the petroleum industry developed in the United States
following the discovery well on the Drake farm in Pennsylvania in
1859, a product distilled from coal and known as " coal oil " was in
widespread use as an illuminant. It was soon found that crude
petroleum, by a process of distillation and chemical treatment,
could be made to yield an illuminating oil suitable for use in lamps.
For many years, the efforts of the oil-refining industry were mainly
devoted to the development of kerosene and the extension of markets
for this product with sufficient speed to give vent to the mounting
volume of crude petroleum. Domestic markets alone proved inad-
equate, so the foreign field was vigorously attacked and American
kerosene was sent to the four corners of the globe, to lengthen the
days of the peoples of the entire world. " It would be difficult
indeed to estimate the value to the world at large of this cheap and
convenient source of light., which has been aptly termed ' one of the
greatest of all modern agents of civilization.7 "
The supply of raw material for the manufacture of kerosene con-
tinued to grow and toward the close of the Nineteenth Century the
commercial development of gas and electricity began to narrow the
domestic market, throwing still greater emphasis upon the impor-
tance of expanding the foreign outlet. In the meantime the volatile
components of the crude petroleum had to be separated from kero-
sene and thus a supply of gasoline was being developed, without a
corresponding demand, and gasoline for a time became a drug on the
market. Into this setting came the commercial development of the
internal combustion engine and the phenomenal rise of automotive
transportation, with results familiar to everyone. Kerosene was